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DETAILED ACTION 

i> This action is in response to Applicant's amendment and arguments, filed 6.5.2007. 
Claims 1, 15, 20, 21, 26 and 27 are amended. Claims 1-31 are presented for further examination. 

2> This is a final rejection. 

Response to Arguments 

3> Applicant argues that Alam and Feague disclose a system that synchronizes a client 
and a host computer upon connection of the devices. Applicant argues that this is contrary to 
Applicant's claimed invention because it is "NOT synchronization executed from a 
SYNCHRONIZATION INSTRUCTION in a RUNNING application on a personal data 
assistant" (emphasis in original) Applicant's arguments, pg. 11, 52. Applicant has amended 
independent claims 1, 20, 21, 26 and 27 to include this functionality. However, Alam and 
Feague disclose the amended limitations. 

It should first be noted that the claims do not define or further limit what Applicant 
means by "synchronization instruction." Alam discloses an application running on said 
personal data assistant [Figure 1 «item I2» | Figure 6 «item 26»], whereby the application 
executes a synchronization instruction [column 7 «lines 44-46 and 58-67» where : the PIM 
and applications execute DLLs (analogous to Applicant's synchronization instruction) as the 
DLLs enable synchronization between the PDA and host device], Alam's applications are 
always running on the PDA. 
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As another interpretation, Alam discloses that applications running on a personal data 
assistant to execute synchronization functions and methods that allow the applications to 
perform synchronization related activities [column 10 «lines i-8» | column 12 «lines 34~63»]. 
These methods are analogous to Applicant's claimed "synchronization instructions" in that 
they are executed by the application while running on the personal data assistant. The point 
being that there is nothing in Applicant's claims that proscribe the interpretations of 
"synchronization instruction" set forth in the non-final rejection, filed 12.6.2006 and in this 
instant action. Examiner suggests amending the claim to further clarify the functionality or 
scope of the term "synchronization instruction" which would help in overcoming the Alam 
and Feague references. 

In contrast to the other independent claims, claim 15 discloses that the 
synchronization instruction is executed for synchronizing a first and second database. 
However, Examiner submits that Alam still can be interpreted to read on this limitation. For 
example, the synchronization methods called by the Alam's manager help to synchronize 
data between two lists, each list reflecting a different data store [Figure 1 «items 20, 22» | 
column 11 «lines 50-6i» | column 12 «lines 34*40»]. 

It is also noted that Applicant is arguing limitations not in the claims. Applicant 
argues that the proposed combination of Alam and Feague is "NOT synchronization 
executed from a SYNCHRONIZATION INSTRUCTION in a RUNNING." However, 
the claim does not state that synchronization is executed from a synchronization instruction, 
merely that an application running on the personal data assistant executes a synchronization 
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instruction. As discussed above, the claim does not describe or define what Applicant means 
by synchronization instruction. 

According to Applicant's claim, synchronization is automatically initiated between 
said personal data assistant and a host device by the personal data assistant that is executing 
the instruction. But nothing in the claims specifies that the synchronization is initiated based 
on or because of the executed synchronization instruction. Again, the claims would benefit 
from new language that would clarify what Applicant views as the invention and to better 
reflect the functionality described by Applicant's specification. 

However, as the claims are currently written and based on the foregoing remarks with 
respect to Examiner's interpretation of "synchronization instruction, Examiner submits that 
Alam and Feague disclose the limitations in their current form. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4> Only those claims that have been amended by Applicant are formally addressed in 
this action. For the substance of the rejections for those claims not addressed in this action, 
see the non-final Office action, filed 12.6.2006, hereby incorporated by reference. 
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5> Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Alam et al. 
(U.S. Patent Number 6,324,544), hereinafter referred to as Alam, in view of Feague (U.S. 
Patent Number 6,247,135). 

6> Alam disclosed a method for synchronizing file objects in object stores between a 
mobile device and a host computer. In an analogous art, Feague disclosed a method for 
synchronization process negotiation between a client and a host computer on which data are 
to by synchronized. 

7> Concerning claims 1, 15, 20, 21, 26, and 27, Alam did not explicitly state the 
synchronization being automatically initiated between the personal data assistant and the 
host device by the personal data assistant executing the synchronization instruction. 
Although Alam refers to synchronizing objects upon connection of the devices, he is not 
specific on this aspect and so is not explicit about "automatically synchronizing." However, 
Feague discloses this feature as his system begins synchronization upon connection of the 
devices by allowing them to automatically exchange acknowledgments and begin a 
synchronization negotiation. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the applicant's invention to modify the system of Alam by adding the ability to 
automatically initiate synchronization between the personal data assistant and the host 
device by the personal data assistant executing the synchronization instruction as provided 
by Feague. Here the combination satisfies the need for synchronization methods that 
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support a generalized synchronization protocol while still adapting to the capabilities of the 
devices. See Feague, column 3, lines 47-56. 

8> Some claims will be discussed together. Those claims which are essentially the same 
except that they set forth the claimed invention as an apparatus are rejected under the same 
rationale applied to the described claim. 

9> Thereby, the combination of Alam and Feague discloses: 
• <Claim i> 

A method of reconciling data between a host device wirelessly connected to a personal 
data assistant, comprising: commencing execution of an application on said personal 
data assistant (Alam, column 10, lines 44-52); executing, while said application is 
running on said personal data assistant, a synchronization instruction from said 
application (Alam, Figure 1 | column 10, lines 53-62 and column 12, lines 15-63 where 
the manager application runs on the personal data assistant and executes methods to 
perform synchronization); and synchronizing data over a wireless connection stored 
in said personal data assistant with data stored in said host device (Alam, column 13, 
lines 6-17 and column 5, lines 36-52); wherein synchronization is automatically 
initiated between said personal data assistant and said host device by said personal 
data assistant executing said synchronization instruction (Feague, column 14, lines 45- 

67). 
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• <Claim i5> 

A system comprising: a personal data assistant comprising at least one first database 
(Alam, figure 1, items 12, 20, and 22); and a host device adapted to be connected to said 
personal data assistant over a wireless connection and including at least one second 
database (Alam, figure 1, items 14, 32, and 34 and column 5, lines 36-52); wherein said 
personal data assistant is adapted to be configured to execute a synchronization 
instruction for synchronizing said at least one first database and said at least one 
second database, said synchronization instruction is adapted to be executed from an 
application running on said personal data assistant (Alam, column 10, lines 53-62; 
column 12, lines 34-40; column 13, lines 6-17; Figure 1 «items 20, 22»; column 11 «lines 
50-6i»); and wherein synchronization is automatically initiated between said personal 
data assistant and said host device by said personal data assistant executing said 
synchronization instruction (Feague, column 14, lines 45*67). 

• <Claim 20 

A data synchronization system comprising: a host computer including an integrated 
design environment (Alam, figure 1, item 14), a first plurality of databases (Alam, 
figure 1, items 32 and 34), and at least one application (Alam, figure 1, item 30), 
wherein said host computer is configured to generate said at least one application and 
a program file including instructions executed with said application (Alam, column 5, 
lines 28-34); and a personal data assistant connected to said host computer through a 
wireless connection (Alam, figure 1, item 12 and column 5, lines 36-52), said personal 
data assistant comprising a runtime engine (Alam, figure 1, item 24) and a second 
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plurality of databases (Alam, figure 1, items 20 and 22); wherein said personal data 
assistant is configured to receive said at least one application and program file from 
said host computer (Alam, column 5, lines 28-52), and said runtime engine is 
configured to initiate said at least one application and a synchronization instruction in 
said program file for synchronizing at least one database in said second plurality of 
databases with at least one associated database from said first plurality of databases 
(Alam, column 10, lines 53-62; column 12, lines 15-26; and column 13, lines 6-17 and 
Feague, column 14, lines 45-67); and wherein synchronization is automatically 
initiated between said personal data assistant and said host computer (Feague, column 
14, lines 45-67) by said personal data assistant executing said synchronization 
instruction, while said at least one application is running on said personal data 
assistant (column 7 «lines 44-46 and 58-67», column 12 «lines 34-63»). 
• <Claims 21, 26, and 27> 

A method of synchronizing data between a personal data assistant and a remote 
computer, comprising: selecting from said personal data assistant which files on said 
personal data assistant to synchronize with said remote computer (Alam, column 12, 
line 48 through column 13, line 5); establishing wireless communications between said 
personal data assistant and said remote computer (Alam, column 10, lines 53-62; 
column 12, lines 15-26; and column 5, lines 36-52); running an application on said 
personal data assistant (Alam, Figure 1 «items 24, 16, i8» | Figure 6 «items 140, 144, 
I46»); and while said application is running on said personal data assistant (Alam, 
Figure 1 where : the synchronization applications are always running on the PDA), 
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automatically synchronizing data between said personal data assistant and said 
remote computer (Alam, column 13, lines 6-17 and Feague, column 14, lines 45-67). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dohm Chankong whose telephone number is 571.272.3942. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday [8:30 AM to 4:30 PM], 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571.272.3913. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/977,686 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2152 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA 
OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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